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COLSON: Vel l, he said, anyway. But you know, he, that's
probably the typical, uh...

PRESI DENT: Sur e.

COLSON: ...little bit of an apol ogy session
(unintelligible)...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

COLSON: ...l think he, I think he wanted to be sure that
we knew that, uh, uh, that he wasn't, uh...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

COLSON: getting off the reser -- well that's clear. One

thing | ast night was very clear. He wanted nme to
be sure and he asked nme whether | was in

comuni cation with, with you or with, uh,

Hal deman and | said yes and, uh, he said well

pl ease, he said be sure they know we're not
getting off the reservation. W, we want to help,

we just feel like...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

COLSON: ...we need a channel of information. And we need
to know the facts and, uh...

PRESI DENT: Um huh.

COLSON: ...we need sonebody to take us into confidence
once in a while and keep us clued in and, uh...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

COLSON: ...and give us all the facts. W nu- we'll know
how to handle them W, we'll defend you if
you. .

PRE SI DENT: Yeah.

COLSON: ...we'll defend the Adm nistration if we know

what the facts are.

kkhkkkkhkkhkkk*k

PRESI DENT: What ' s your judgnment as to what, (clears throat)
what ought to be done now. You know, there's
various di scussions about, uh, whether, uh,



shoul d be, uh, a uh, report made or sonething,
you know, a, uh, report to, uh, the President or
just hunker down and take it or what, what have
you, and so forth and so on.
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COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

Vell, ny feelings, M. President, uh, thus far,
frankly, is that you' re not being hurt by this at

all. That this is, a, a, a Washington story stil
and that, that sounds incredible after all this
time and all this publicity but I, I, I'm
convinced that, uh, uh ..

But you see, looking to the future, | suppose,
Chuck, what sone of our fellows that are, you
know, |ike, uh, when Dean, who's really done a

superb job here keeping all the fires out, he's,
(clears throat) he's concerned about, you know,
what, what bubbl es out, you know.

Yeah, well Dean has a problemal so, M.

President. I, | didn't want to say this to you,
uh, Monday ni ght when you nentioned to ne that,
uh, uh, that, that Dean has done a spectacul ar
job. 1 don't think anybody could do as good a job
as John has done. The, the problem | foresee in

this is not what has happened so far-- | nean I,
| think the, uh, the nystery of the Watergate,
uh, 1 don't know whet her sonebody's gonna, uh,

sonebody el se higher up in the Commttee for the
Re-El ection is gonna get nanmed or not but, uh, to
me that isn't of very great consequence to the
country if it, if it happens. The thing that
worries me is that, is the possibility of
sonebody, uh, charging an obstruction of justice
problem-- in other words that the subsequent
actions would worry me nore than anything and it,
that's where John has, you know, he's done al

the things that have to be done but, that, that
makes hima little nore of a participant than,
than you would like if you, if you, if, uh, he's
the fellow that has to, uh, coordinate it all
It's in, uh -- of course, he's got the best
privilege, he's got a double privilege but, you
know t he, the subsequent devel opnments woul d be
the only ones that would worry ne. | don't worry
about the, uh, how the Watergate canme about. |
think that's been so mlked out that they get

soneone else, well they get 'em that's all. And
if there's testinony, it'll...
Um huh.

...t wll get so God-dam confused. It's, it's
may be the stuff after, uh, afterwards that...
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PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

You nean, uh, the nme-, yo-, been saying uh, the,
the, with regard to the defendants? O course,
that was all...

Yeah, that, that's, that's that area | nean, that
general area.

Yeah. O course, that was..

| don't want to burden you with any...
...that had to be done. (Laughs)

Hel |, yeah. No, I"mnot - no second thoughts.
That's not the point.

Yeah.

The point is that, just that, it limts the
ability nowto...

Yeah.

...to stand up to it. | don't know, uh, |'ve

t hought of several things. |I've thought of trying
to get a, uh, a special counsel in to you that
could, uh, uh, you, you..

We coul d appoint, you nean?

Yeah, that you could appoint. Not, not as an

i nvestigator but as a counsel. Just to handle the
God-damm thing on the grounds that you don't want
the Justice Departnment handling it, and you don't
want the regular Wite House staff handling it --
they' ve got their work to do.

Yeah.
And, uh, you appoint a man of...
Wi ch has. .

...totally inpeccable uh, credentials, uh..
Um huh.
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COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

...a man known for his integrity, uh, standing
before the Bar, you know, that kind of thing.
But, a guy who is also totally loyal or just a
damed good | awyer who woul d be prof essi onal
then. That's one thought that |'ve been playing
with the | ast coupl e of days.

Yeah. Hum

W have an advant age, you see, of getting al

t he, the people who have been in one way or
anot her participating out of the dam thing so
t hat you, you've got a guy who, uh, frankly can
can deal with, uh, deal with anybody he has to
deal wth.

Yeah.
Speci al counsel .

| think they have, of course, of course, you've
got the problemof what the judge is gonna say
Friday. | suppose he's gonna have quite an

har angue, isn't he?

Oh yeah, yeah, he's, he's..

He's pretty tough and then, of course, you' ve got
the problem of, uh, the defendants, particularly
Hunt. What he, what's he gonna do. That's al ways
a problem 1 know.

Yeah.

O course he's got problens if he does anyt hing.
You know whet her he's, uh...

Oh, that's right.
You know what | nean. He's, uh..

Yes, sir. I, nmy own opinion of that is that he,
uh, that he just will hang in where he is. |
mean, | think he, uh, that, at the nonment | think

that's in, in as good shape as it can be. Uh, you
never know -- |ot of...

There 're a ot of pressures on him |ot of
pressures.

Sure are



